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Hclcm‘apbic HMUM38:— 

"secretary, Singapore." t ♦ t 

„ u lh ., the ' (Mmml iwretarp fcfjitt, 

number be quoted in the reply to th 
letter. 

SotiSS56/2^20* ^w^a^ote, Beoenber 792 0*. 

« 

*■ . . * 

Sir, 

With re ' rerenc « *> «y letter !fc.10849/80 dated 10th December, I 
m aircotod to inform you that His Swell an cy the Governor has been pleased 
to appoint you to be a member of the Committee referred to therein. ' ’ 
2. She terms of reference are as follows:*- 
' To report 

(a) rjhel&er the Boonoaic Gardens should be used for the 
production of fruit and vegetables: in t±-•••? of the" 
recommend aw. on o:. the Jonmission on Profiteerin'" in 
paragraph 17V of their Secoj xim Report is follow 

of Vila observations nith rosarS to voce tables 
S 00 * a ? but in tliio case Go rernmenb Should 

cixrectly assist by establisluing a fruit fxrm for the 
propagation aa& selection of improved v?*rietie 3 r! , 

(b) Wbethor '^iic site ox ^_io mconoriic Gardens should be u 3 rw ‘ 
for the erection of houses for Government ofSce?8 in" 
View of the duty of the Government to provide health-- 
rofiddoaoes for Government servants who sr-snd most cf“ 
their lives in the Golony* 

. n&at other use is any the site of the Economic 

Gardens should be put. 

°* . ■’ 1 to invito attention to the fact that the proposal to use the 

area or the Boonoaic Gardens for building: puryo 3 os may not have bean 1'dd 
before the 3amission on Profiteering. 

A 


I liivo tha honour to bo, 


Sir, 


Soar oboCdont 3erv xn 


‘'i 



tCL 


ir &otinG Golo ni GL So crc-t .*.ry, 

I '$•«»» i >.45 i-t.~ v. a,j.,a a.. 


*** 


tr'atu SettlCTCDtr^ 


I. H» Burkill Esqr. 
Singapore. 
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Eclccjvapbic UNn-ess:— 

Secretary, Singapore." 

It is requested that the following 
number be quoted in the reply to this 
letter. 

WO. 10P.49/I9P.Q . 




^wrdarir’s 




t 



fr 

□ as or,.. , 792 0. 






q- • 

Q J - ' , 




I .ir.i air acted, to inf ora you th,t ID s it-ceil mry J -- ^ 
Governor proposes to appoint a Committee to consider aaft a >ie '] 
iV.-Cu jHiennat-Lons . ; netuer tire site oi tie Econonic G rdens r’lcrr ■ 
be used for sites to provide Housing accommodation for Govern- 
rent officers or for the production, of fruit stock and vecet- 
.,/olCo -ix-.t wO en^uixc -aetner you /ould jo t' jO.Xinn to serve on f 
the Committee, 


9 

4 - / # 

It is proposed' 

that the Comm 

s t i tu t ed as f oil o ws 


The 

Honour, .bl e Mr. 

F* J. Pipott 

The 

Honour; b: e Dr. 

Lin Boon Ken 

Tk o 

Honour v -• % , 

J. L°rnie 

Mr. 

I. H. Bur ±11 


Mr. 

A. W. Still' 



(Ck ±r an) 


I have the honour to be, 

/ Si b 

Jour obedient servant, 






0 .& ^ i 




Actiii- Coloni 1 Secret rv. 

- J 

Sti'.■<it 3 Sett?.e;. 1 ent:;. 


I* H* Bur; ±1.1 Eso* * 
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The plan is M1MMM stated to be 


enclose 

with you. Please < ¥&¥ a l¥¥¥ it, 


Sd 



CX' r Z^> 


J.Lornie 
10,7 ,22 



ZcsTr^£eu***Ct 


C.s, 



Plan enclosed. 


Sd, H, V, Towner 
13,9.22 


CLT? 








I understand' the plan enclosed K 
has been modified. Please supply copy 

of the revised plan, and sey what provi¬ 
sion should be made in next year’s estim¬ 
ates for essential requirements, 

I understand item 2 in 9 to be three 


married quarters and item 3 to be sly 






single men’s quarters 
ft *6. Please say if this is correct, 

4‘~ 7 - z i' 


Sd. J.Lorni* 
17.7.22 


/fru/ 



c.s. 


Yea please see tracing enclosed 


(10) which shows the lay out as finally 



/ L - If 

t-M. 


agreed. 


Nos, 3#4 j 5.6, and 7 should go on next yean 


' ^ . 7 Tf estimates* Also the items for excavations 


1 and it unless you are prepared to ask for 
the money at once. It would greatly assist 


















Minute paper No. 


Sheet No. 


this department to get on with this 
work at omce. 

Item 2 can wait until 1924. 

Item I can wait I consider for the 
moment as the D. of 9. has three houses 
for 4 people one of whom is a bachelor 
and another not yet in the Colony. 

Yes figures were transposed due to an 
error in this office; 


Hi ropean quarters. 

Sd. J. Lo rni e * 

19.7.22 

I should like to see Mr. Burkill on 
Monday next at noon with you about this 
paper and the {CHttH paper about removal oi 
the Economic Garden, 

Sd, F. M t Baddeley 

20.7.22 




Sd. J.H.W.Park 
13,7.22 


D. of G, 




Plfc*s© note. 


C.S. 


Sd. J.Lornie 

20.7.22 


There is considerable difference 


in the new site plan which appears to be an) C.S, 


imorovement. The C,7% desires items 5-7 


After seeing you* I understand fy 


to go into the 1923 estimates and this may this to be the position;- 
be approved? 


Curator Parks 

Ho, I Quarters for Asst. QUfeMMMM 




2. Items 1*11* are works proposed by) provision $15000 to go forward* but site 

the Anti mosquito Committee or rather [to be determined yet. 
are required to provide i tiling for Anti- Ij3b # 2 Quarters for 3 # to stand over tan til 

m 

| 

Mosquito work and I so© no reason why they)1923 as the three subordinates occupying 

§ 

should not be taken in hand at once out f the three quarters in the Economic 

« 

ef the $50000 controlled by Dr. Brooke, I Gardens near the Office, will,not be 
The C,E« considers that Items I and 2 may stant^, disturbed, in the next twelve months. 


over. 


4. I should think the Da-lv^y road 

* , 

frontage should provide sites for P 

fi»/ ^ 


o f 

No, 3 Quarters for 6 provision isp $5680 

r 

if or them to go forward then© being needed 
early for men who cannot be housed without 






















_ / - 


them. 

Tami 1 

Mo, 4 Quarters for married) coolies 
provision SIMM of $4308 for them to go 


forward # 


>5t 






JL . {2t 2 f}**' 

# 

Y'/tT&eJ, 



V-T S, - . X 


Mo. 5 Quarters for unmarried tazails provision 


$6848 for them to go forward 

Mo. 6 Quarters for watchmen (hindus) 
provision of $2026 for them *to go 


Of? 


fo rward 


Mo. 7 Quarters for 2 Chinese kebuns 

• • 

provision for them $880 to go 
forward, 

Mo. 8 Excavation and the filling 

of the Clumr Lake, not to go for- 

v »• 

• « 

ward for next years budget, but to be 
done in this year from the $60000 . 
for Anti-mosqui to work lying with Dr. 


Brooke. 


Sd 6 I.H.Burkill 

24 . 7.22 
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(Misc. 56) 


It is requested ihai jhe lollowind 
number be quoted in the reply to 
this letter. 

No. 369/23 . 


Botanic (Saubens, Singapore, 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 
. &st. '.. June .. , 192 2 . 


\9>j \& 


Sir, 


In continuation of my letter Ho*369/22 
dated 27th* March 1922 (Your file Gardens 4240/2X) I 


have the honour to submit to you an estimate from the 
Colonial Engineer of the cost of erecting quarters for 
the Assistant Curator Parks and to replace those to be 
surrendered to the Raffles Memorial College as follows:- 


I. 

Quarters for Assistant Curator Class V 

$15000 

2 . 

Malay Quarters Block 

I (6 persons) 

14515 

3. 

Malay Quarters w 

2 (3 • ) 

5660 

4. 

Tal^l Quarters " 

I (10 " ) 

4306 v 

&. 

Tamil Quarters * 

2 (30 " ) 

6648 ' 

6* 

Watchmens 1 Quarters 

(5 persons) 

2026 ■ 

7. 

Chinese Quarters 

(2 persons) 

880 ’ 

$49257 


i. Aid cost of excavation to give necessary 
area for each block $3158 


ii* Additional cost of excavation 
to provide 180000 cubic feet 
of earth for filling pond 


2842 


60 00 

$55257 


2, The quarters of the Assistant Curator 

Parks* item I were in the 1921 budget estimates but 
building was held up by my inability to get the Raffles 

fa 

Memorial College Committee to come to/decision where our 
mutual boundary/lie* The decision wa® reached on December 
30th. of laet year. The new estimate Bhows a considerable 














reduction, 

3» The quarters for staff items 2 and 3 are 

for clerks and foremen and the quarters for taaai l/ ooOlies 
who will be without roofs when the Memorial College buil¬ 
ding commence. 

4. The quarters for watchmen are to replace! 

the hindu lines which have been medically condemed as unfit 
for use (letter from Port Health Offioer dated 23rd, December 

l , 

W2I) 

The quarters for tiro Chines# kebuns ar# an 
essential as at present ray men lire oVer two miles from their 

work and it is inpossible to get them to it regularly at 
6 

6. The excavation^* for sites is designed to 

* * 

furnish filling for the Cluny Lake. For the filling of this 

•» # . 

the Anti-mosquito Committee made MMifMMl request in 1920 
as you are aware. 

•» ‘ r** * 

7. , The Honourable the Colonial Engineer asks 

. 

if provision can be made in this current year by a special 
vote for the excavation work. This qgttrs© I urge f as the 
filling of the Cluny Lake has been delayed though urgent 
and as it is desirable, the decisions have been made to have 
the sites prepared for building in 1923 that we may be 

ready to hand over the Economic Cardens to the Raffles 

• _ « 

Memorial Committee, 

* x ,i * - •** ^ 

8. The other items should please be inserted fa 
into the Budget Estimates for 1923, 


The Honourable the 

Colonial Secretary 

FiS 


I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

Dix-ector of Cardens 


Singapore 


369/22 


27 th* March 


9 


t 



Si r t 


I have the honour fLji with reference 
to your Circular Ho, 5 saying that proposals regarding 

special votes for the year 1923 must be asked for before 

state 

March 31st. I922 t to MMMM t that Estimates for the hardens 
11 ties and quarters required as replacements on handing 


over the Economic Gardens to the Baffles Memorial 
Committee Oannot he with you by that date; but to ask 
that when ready you will consider them, You have already 
been informed of the need in you file C.S.O. Gardens 

4240/21. 


1 hav* thA honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

• JM 

Director of Gardens 


The Honourable the 

Colonial Secretary 


Singapore 


* 


(Misc. 56) 
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It is requested that the lollowmd 
number be quoted in the reply to 
this letter. 


No. 487/21 


Botanic (Sarbens, Singapore, 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS, 

..12th, aeptember. , W 2 l . 




t 

Sir, 



I have the honour to state that your 
letter No* 4240/21 dated 26th # July 1221 was before the 
Gardens 9 Committee at their meeting on Friday September 
the 9 th* In that JIM letter you Bay that the lay-out of 
the Eew Raffles College in the Economic Garden will be 
settled as Boon as possible and further that until then 
you cannot decide how much land will be left available 
for other purposes, other purposes in this case meaning 
to ay Committee the housing of the Gardens * 1 staff* 

2, I was instructed by the Committee 

to press again for an early decision and to explain the 
reasons* 



3. 


there are 102 acres in the Economic 


Garden, and it appears as if only very expansive ideas 
as to the College could demand the whole of them, 
asssxsxsc?, for instance, that the Tokyo university 

qjM 4a. MMtuArK. 

covers but s e »MJi acres, and a*r an area equal to the 

Gm **f <* — 

Tokyo University 9 s would hear more land than I hqve 



asked for*) T have asked for land continguous to the 


Gardens which is already dotted with GardensV houses. 


4# ’the first reason for pressing for a 

decision 19 that HVM until the decision is reached the 
Public Works Department is tied in lnactiO* as to 


Ti& j*\ 


I) the building of a house for the Assistant Curator 














a decision is that until tho decision is reached the Public 
Works Department is tied in inaction as te 

I) the building of a house for the Assistant Curator 
Parks, 


2) the rebuilding of the Watchmen's lines 


3) the building of lines fer tamilsjbelng Items 19 and 23 


on page 127 ef the Estimates and 7 en p. 124, and alas / (4) as 
to the filling ef the Cluny Lake - a measure demanded by the 
Antimalarial Committee, the second reason is that iqy JQQQQOOm 
preparations have to he made te transfer the werk ef the 
economic garden elsewhere, and it is desirable that I should 
know what trees in the Gardens can be sawed, 

fis si r e a so n urgent.because (l) the AsslsMt Curator, Parks, 

has only be - aecuMala bo * her© by the kindness ef a married 

staff 

officer bn the MtAM who took him into his house, that the 
watchmens* eld lines awe insanitary, that our are 


such as the Government would net tolerate on an estate, and 
that the antimalarial Officers ..are pressing fer something to 

— ■ -4*- » 

be done in regard to the Cluny Lake, 


I hare the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Youj^ obedient Servant, 



Director of Gardens 


The Honourable the 

Colonial Secretary 


p«/ j} 


Singapore 










r 



/ 





The decision of Government (conveyed in letter 4240/21 
dated 26th, July, 1921) to;build the Raffles HMllMtff Memorial 
College in the Economic Gardens has been comBunic&ted to the Gardens 
Committee together a copy of with my letter 487/21 of April 28th* 

1921 to which the Government’s letter quoted was the reply* 

I had sequeeted that the Government would do two things:- 

(I) Would decide at once definitely to leave the comer of the 
Economic Gardens carrying the Gardens houses with the Gardens, and 

(II) would deeide the fate of the rest of the Gardens within a year. 
The reply does not meet ay first request at all, 

3, As a consequence of the decision to put the Raffles 

Memorial College into the Gardens and of the want of any decision 
In regard to my first request the following works are held up in the 
Public Works Department; - 

a) the building of a house for the Assistant Curator* Parks; 
Sanctioned and bugetted for in item 19 on p, 127 of the Estimates, 
urged and re-urged by me without any defect; needed when on May 23rd, 
the Officer in question arrived, and still needed, 

b) the rebuilding of Watchmen's quarters, budgetted for in item 
23 on p, 127 of the Estimates, The old quarters have been patched at 
the Gardens expense; but storms souse the men's bedding, and the 
condition is altogether wrong* 

c) the building of lines for 12 single and 10 married tamils 
budgetted for in item 7 on p, 124 of the Estimates, and very badly 
needed, 

d) The filling of the Cluny Lake, an Anti-malarial measure, 
for which the Public Wprks Department were asked to estimate on 16th, 
December 1920, 

Rot one of these works is a matter which requires re-considera¬ 
tion because fewer coolies will be required when the Economic Garden 
is abandoned; and further none of the buildings mentioned in the last 
paragraph appear to me at all likely to We in the way of the 
college and I look upom the Government's postponement of an answer to 
rty request as the result of the Secrets^riat's want of knowledge of 


the Gardens* 

3* There ie another building which on the other hard will 

H | , jHfijl • W * 

almost certainly he in the way of the College, namely the 

r 

subordinates' lines. 

The rebuilding of thin will if no, hare to be faced; and, in 
re-building, the line should be more extensive no as to 
accomodate the new Laboratory Assistant and the new Museum 
Assistant, and an Overseer as well* 

4 * 

4 # As 1 have pointed out elsewhere the Economic Garden 
besides (l) housing our offioers and labour, consists (2) of 
an experimental ground and (3) of an Arboretum of economic 
trees planted in grass. The latter is virtually an extemsion 
of the Botanic Garden; and so much so that in my report upon 
the complete utilisation of the Economic Garden X suggested 
that it be roaded Just as the Botanic Garden is. That, it is an 
extension of the Botanic Garden is a view which I put before 
the Committee which His Excellency appointed last year, to 
report on the Economic Garden as suitable for building sites, 

and I represented to them that Greater Singapore would need a 

• * 

greater area to breath in thah there is in the Botenic Garden, 

.4 , - ' 

The Committee adopted jry view and recommended that whereas 
the Economic Garden as land might be used for building, the 
Gardens on its loss should be convene ated by an extension on 
another side* This extension would naturally serve to hold the 
economic trees which will be lost to the Garden on the loss of 
the present site* 

5, The services and investigations in progrese in the 

i 

Economic Garden at the present time are:* 

4 

a) the supply to the Public of garden stock* On the loss of 
the Economic SMBtt Garden certain trees which supply the seeds 
and cuttings for this service will be lost, and the servioe as 
regards them interrupted, for instance, the Gardens will be 
unable to send out Brazilnut seedlings, and Brazil cheery 
seedlings and Cola seedlings and Tonquin bean seedlings, etc, 
for a period of years. Against this break I have been able to 
make some provision by planting a few new trees during the 













last few years In area Z. but it is not much, and new land is 

V* 

require* for further planting. 

h.) the selection of fruit tree*, for which purpose 650 

* 

trees have been planted mostly during the last few years. The 
new trees which are young are not yet altogether beyond trans- 

planting. If new land be made available at once the loss on them 

» 

need not be much more than one years growth due to the heavy 
cutting back that we shall have to do to move them, 

c, ) the saving of the valuable trees 27 and 610* Por this 

purpose a grove of seedlings has been raised that they may be 

* 

* * 

grafted with grafts from the good trees and an officer of the 

Department of Agriculture is in Singapore to do the grafting 

d, ) a trial of many plants treated as annuals. These are easy 

• j * 

to transfer, 

e, ) the finding of an Ideal stock onto which to graft the 
mangosteen. This work seems certein of Interruption as the saving 
of the collection of Garciniae got together for use appears 
ingposfiible, 

6, With the idea that a removal of the Economic Garden 

would be forced on me, for some three years X have been seeking 
alternative sites, but through the settlements I have found 
what^need only in the Province Wellesley, The land is part of a 
forest W1IMMMW reserve; and as it carries no buildings and the 
present couple to staff of the Economic Garden would need to be 
removed to it, buildings will have to be intMimH erected. As 
the Government is taking from the Gardens land valued at a high 
figure, it ought to be generous in starting a new station , 
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Colonial 


mctarp ©fjirf. 


It is requested that the following 
number be quoted in the reply to this 
letter. 



'f 92 ^ 


NO. 4340/21a 


Sir, 




Re erection of the New Riffles College 
in the Ecanomic Gardens* 

With reference to your letter No.4S?/21 dated 
April 25th 1921, on the subject of the future of the 
Economic Garden, I am directed to infora you that it 
lias been decided to build the Hew Raffles College in 
the Economic Garden. The lay-out will be settled as 
soon as possible but, until that has been done, it 
cannot be decided how much of the total area of the 
Garden is to be assigned to the College and how much 
left available for other purposes* 




I have the honour to be* 


Sir* 


Your obedient servant 



Qq *1 vi * 1 fZr* nr* r»r n 



The Director of Gardens 
Straits Settlements , 

SINGAPORE. 


Fi 
















(Misc. 56) 
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It is reques*t*nl that the following 
number be quoted in the reply to 
this letter. 


No. 487/21 


Botanic <$ai*bens f Singapore, 

STRAITS SETTLEMENTS 

.25 th..April. ,192 I 


ITTU RT 0? Tire t:gqICONIC O ARDTH 



* m 




Sir, 

I have the honour to represent to 
you that until a decision is arrived at regarding the 
Economic Garden the effectiveness of my department is 
quite impossible of attainment: and therefore T heg to 
he allowed to press for a decision, 

p t9 in this letter I shall refer to 

the area of the Economic Garden as divided into 

A. the Kill- land occupied hy quarters for the Gardens t 

s taff, 

B. the Hill land which is under cultivation^ 

C. the Lot/ land, 

3, JjUs/cfj ou are aware that the site of the 

Economic Garden has been suggested for (I) -letting to a 
co-operative building society (2) the building of Govern 
merit quarters and (3) the Baffles Memorial College. The 
first suggestion came from the Singapore Housing 
Commission, The Commission asked on February 18th,, T 9T" 
for my evidence upon the value of the land; that 
evidence T gave pertly in writing end partly by word 
mouth. In writing I classified the land into Hill-lard t 
53 acres, and low land ^6 acres, and carried the classi¬ 
fication further showing that of the hill-land 7f 
acres were occupied hy buildings. The Commission 
subsequently visited the Garden and 7/a3 left in no 
doubt as to the necessity of the buildings to the 















Department: yet in their report in haste to find sites for 
hoiising they blinded themselves t£> the absolute necssity 
of houses for the Gardens staff, and recommended that the 

whole of divisions A and 3 be taken from the Gardens for 

• / 

letting as stated above; and that the fate of division C 
be discussed later, f 

While debating this the Commission caused tiie Colonial 
Engineer to prepare a ground plan of the divisions A and 3 
showing how houses could be fitted in, which plan is doubt¬ 
less in the Public Works Department’s offices, and makes 

the basis of an alternative proposal damaging to the Gardens 
- a, 

* 

Department, —~ . - — __ _ “ ~ 

^ --— ■ —— As a result o r the Commission's report I 

wa.s instructed to snend nothing unon the Economic Garden 
excent fo 1 * unkeep (¥our letter 3477/lB dated Pnd. December 
1918) . On December 5th, of the year X addressed yofc 

I07 66/IO) asking for land in 


substitution for divisions .3 and C and asked also for the 
retention by the Gardens of division ft; I followed this up 
with two letters ; one of June 5th. 1919 ( 5541/19) explaining 
fully the necessity of retaining division At the Acting 
Colonial Engineer having agreed to the reasonableness of 
the area that I had m&kked off, and giving you the cost of 
transferring to it quarters which do not happen to be MSM53 
within it, which cost you sanctioned; and the other of 
July 1st. T°I9 (6X47/X9) asking for land beyond the Munici¬ 


pal limits in lieu of divisions 3 and C, TTocn this the 
legislative Council reversed the orders, and T ^as told to 
carry on as formerly, /fa Vffe jCy 

ooua tLflci , The Gardens Committee having received 
Ife-s- decision with much satisfaction desired me to draw up 
plans for the complete utilisation of the ground, which 
plans I was unable to submit until my return from leave, 

and you h&rf them by a letter dated October nth. 1920 










(I0P49/P0) 


In these plans the "boundary between 


divisions A and 3 was slightly changed^ A "being enlarged as 
a consequence of the attempt to find filling for part of 

i 

the low MMMSLi ground £ which proceeding would prepare a 
new position for the Tamil lines),and Decause I had to 
Platt for lines for the whole present coo If* 5 - force, instead 
of a reduced force^an enlargement which rhowever does 
touch lightly the major PTMI points to be decided. 

^ — Upon the receipt of my plans, those by 

the Colonial Engineer, mad * for houses at the wish of the 
Singapore Housing Commission,rere brought up in the Public 
WorVr Department and a Committee was appointed by KKM His 
Excellency the Governor to report, which report you have 
had from the Chairman, Mr. Pigott. The report^ suggests 
that if the Economic Garden be abolished Singapore needs 
that the Gardens. Department should have compensating land 
in another direction; the retention by the Gardens of 
division A was not considered; being already in buildings,, 

there was no need of debating if it should be converted Mhh 

♦ 

into building land. 


' " ~~ Since then a suggestion that I believe 

was once considered and discarded, has been announced in 
the Press, namely that the Raffles Memorial College 'Should 
be built upon the Economic Garden^ site. 

'WkmJ'U 'UfyA.e* The above Paragraph 3 gives the 
histcrv the discussion to date. T now a sic/d' you to 
divide it into two, and y 

r • 

thr>t you will decide at once definitely that subdivision 
A. is to remain part of the Gardens, a decision which you 
cannot, I think possibly avoid, and 

1 i 

that you will decide the fate of the rest at the latest 
within a year, 

J 

I will give you my reasons for the request. 
















* « 


The case of division A. Division A< 


{*> 


contains the house of the Assistant Curator, Botanic hardens 
and the site selected for the house of the Assistant Curator 
Parks (who is now leaving England for the Straits) , W 

7 ! ' ^ 

the quarters of a subm&ndor and the condemed lines of the 

i A 

* fey 

Watchmen the site selected for the nn Watchmen’s lines, the 

' w 1 

Javanese Coolv lines, and the Field Assistant’s quarters: into 

. • * Iw 

the extension of it, as allowed hy my plans is a site for the 

A r 

Tamil cooly lines: into it further, if the rest of the 

J 8 , A **-* 1 ^ 

Economic Garden be parted ^ith, irust come a si for the 

# 

Clerk’s quarters, and the quarters of 9 -^ men of the forraar- 
gardener class, who now live/ as do the Tamil coolies far intc 
the Economic Garden, The length of the list of buildings 
justifies the s.rea. The need of proceeding at once with the 
anctioned house for the Assistant Curator, Parks, together 
v/i th the need of rehousing the watchmen justifies my asking 
for a decision at once. Not a step has been taken yet towards 


the erection of that house, 


subsequent to the 


providing 6f the money, and a file received by me from the 
Colonial Engineer indicated that the Public Works Department 

is unable to procard because of the scheme lying with them, XU 

%*jut 

for.official houses over the whole ares of the Economic 
Garden. A further reason exists in the demand of the Anti¬ 
mosquito Committee that the Clury lake be filled, for which 

Grvn I't'W i / 

filling earth must be drawn^if drawn/from the Division A. And 
yet another in that the Gardens’ Tamil*- -line® are 3uch as the 
Government would not allow to persist upon an estate, yet has 
in the Gardens because no decision can be come to upon 
the site of new lines until the future, of the Economic 
Garden is determined. 

% 

6. The case of Divisions B. and C. The 

use of Divisions B. and C. is given in my note upon the 
complete utilisation of the Economic Garden (11249/20) the 
Department further holds the land in reserve as a breathing 


f t&f$0 






space for Greater Singapore. If the site should he put to 
other purposes, the Department should be compensated by MMMft: 
other land for experimental work, and Singapore compensated 
by securing that the suggestions set forward in the report 
of Mr. Pigott*s Committee shall come to pass ultimately. 

The land for experimental purposes need not be in Singapore 


island which has a had fruit climate and inferior soil; 
indeed should it he necessary to st^rt planting de novo, MMM 
Malacca, or Province Wellesley are preferable; and I have 


been turning over the toos si bill ties of finding what is 
required in one of these nlacr-s. T would beg to be allowed 
to ask now if the Government will reach a decision either 

to leave the Economic Garden as It is for at least twenty 

§ 

years or start an Economic Garden upon a liberal scale 
elsewhere, remembering that I have many plants of value 
wftich cannot live in pots for ever, and that deferring 
issues is damaging, as te the value thrown away when des¬ 
truction comes is the greater the older the trees destroyed. 
Annually revised ple.B3 and perennial trees do not step ir. 
harness together: and security which I have failed to get, 
is absolutely necessary for the proper carrying out of the/ 

)uU ^ 

side of my work which is far more important than attracting 
the Public to learn n little botany in a pleasant place or 
to gain a little health nemeljp the getting of.the best races 
of all manner o r nlants into these Settlements. 


I have the honour to be 


Sir/ 

Your obedient Servant 



Director of Gardens 


The Honourable 

The Colonial Secretary 


4 


ingapore 
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be convenient to discuss the 






w 

alteration of the entrance 
opposite to t5ie Assistant 
Curator’s house, which is one 
of sone dancer, netor car drivers 
eoait nc alone Clunj Road and 

leavinc the Gardens being 

« 

unable to see what nay be 
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approaching;* 


um. 
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Swqauorr, 







/t is requested that the Following 
number be quoted in the reply 
to this fetter. 


Eodds 696/IE. 


al COffiiv 




1st August, 101 9* 





Sir, 

With reference to your letter of 17th July, 

1 have the honour to say that the improvements siagges- 

ted in 1915 appear not to be justified, in view of 

the cost and of the amount of work that has to be done 
the 

in-town. 


It is suggested that all that is necessary is 
for the Gardens Department to cut down any trees and 
rising ground^ that may blind the corners, and enforce 
slow movement of traffic by avoiding any easing off of 


the corners. 


1 have the honour to be. 
Sir, 


four obedient servant. 

/ ‘Icl#*’ 

President 

Hunic1pa 1 0 omn i s s i one rs. 


The Director of Gardens, 


S. S., 


Singapore. 




17th. July, 1919 


Sir, 




X have the hounour to ask if the Municipality 
is prepared to carry out the improvements suggested 
in the correspondence 667/15. Those improvements hod 
the object of preventing the junction of the Gardens’ 
part of Garden Hoad with Cluny Hoad from presenting a 
dangerous blind corner. 

I am, Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 

t 


OW 


rector of Gardens. s # s # 


The Chairman, 


Municipal Commission, 
Singapore. 
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J. m r 'h© plan whieh I return, X have ereeu** 
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%1\* %r&& whieh the ecnsiders alienable* 
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saerifiein*: the interests of the Gardens. EHey 
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won.*, d a?*k you if she area i s 110 t seeing that 
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tlia pa*® of «otor ears in the careens aheald not, 
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exeeed ten nileu a& hour** 

®on?.«l you r when sensidering ny a©mitte*s 

opinion, consider alio the last paragraph of p*y letter 
Oa February 3rd., 1915, for in cennecjtion with it you 

v. .. ■ • ’ / 

will observe that it beeones possible to 
of Dailey ft* ad by the width of a lar^e 


widen the nouth 
ditety. 


$he land between. Dailey Road and Glun^ Road is 
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Singapore, ictji February, /n/5. 


It is requested that the following 
number be quoted in the rep/y 
to this fetter. 




!• Henry Burkill Esq., 


Director of Gardena, 


Straits Settlements, 


S I88AP0HE, 


Sir, 


I thank you for your letter of 3rd instant with reference to 
a proposal for rounding the dangerous corners at the Junction of 
Cluny Road, Gardens Road and Dalvey Road. 

A plan will he prepared and submitted to the Commissioners 
for consideration, after whic h J will address you further. 


1 have the honour to he. 


... sir. 

Tour obedient servant. 



Municipal Engineer 


F iB/ 38 


















T*N*H* 


M.E-50. 



s\ 



mint l (Ctmmws 



UK] a pore, . 20th February, JfJJ 5. 


ft Is requested that the foliowing 
number be quoted in the rep/y 
to this letter. 





/ 


I. Henry Burkill Esq*, 

Director of Gardens, 
Straits Settlements, 

S INGAPORE. 



Sir, 

In continuation of my letter Ho.590, dated 4th instant, I 
have pleasure In forwarding a plan showing a proposed rounding of 
the corners at the junction of Cluny Road, Dalvey Road and Garden 
Road as suggested by your letter of 3rd instant. 

I think the arrangement shown on plan would be more con¬ 
venient for traffic than a circle, and f if the arrangement w4-3r£- meet* 
your views, I will refer the matter to the President and Commission 
-ers for approval* 



Yours faithfully, 



Inst * G* lit*, 


Municipal Engineer* 
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right angle 

with dluny 

Road; mA 

in 



a rise in 

the ground 

and trees 

t':3 


At the re >ner>t of the 0ardours 1 Ooftnittee, I 
addreon you regarding the ftalvey Rond entrance to 

' ? G o, Garden Rond . there fr.ms a 



,/■ 






-‘S 












.; 

f ia/w> 




blind cni; to pjotorlsta eming out of 

or yre<r*oding n<*>rih along Jinny Road, An aceident 

* 

i 

io sense yuoutly ; oooible there In violent 

rain .31^ to those who ye rain t in driving faster than 

» 

in right oyer >• reals. Utifc rtunately 

an increase of w&tehnen T cannot sontrel ths ; a00 f 
motorists an I would like; and that Veins so it tan 
0 uensd good to the Gomraittos to eonsider v,-ays of 
tfta&Vng the* Corner mo re safe. 

V 

J m to ask yon if the Vmitticn would be 

» 

willing to take into the roadway at t' at corner a 
sufficient yieoe of land to safeguard notorists, 
auryosing the frovemEient C^hioh has not been, add r;ssed 
yet) willing to transfer it: and if the Emission 
would at the sane tine net uy again the gate yosts 
at the new Unit. 

Pour roads unite at the goint referred to, d 
it is intended tc rrake a bread entr rice to the 

a 

Reononie Garden, facing the sxit fron the u*. tanic 



























GarAanfl, so t’vit there win he a junction of fivo 

\ 

roads not including the entrance to the house "trai 




n?.llar > . A, circular space , or a space app roachmy 


a 01 


irele in shape niyht he formed; and it in 


thought that one of thin nature wald nake a 
fitting entran.ee to the Bardens* ^o nake it , there 


in ; arth available on. the rinin 


• _ * 


or ^ 


side to fill in 


whatever nay no required on. the f al? in.;; side of t.ce 


p re sent y at evray> 

Should the nuyyentionn here made seen pood no 


vo\\, and likely to > ■ e ar fruit, J. shall 'o nont 

y?-vl to receive such infornation an ttJ.11 ®haTOe 
ne to seek the approval of ftcrernnent. 


While addressing you on thin m iV> joe"o , -> key 


v** 

4. 


emission alno to, ask if the Municipal Oonnissicn 
han any objection to the proposal to make the 


broad entrance, above mentioned, to the Economic 


Garden, faciny the exit fron the Botanic Wardens* 


It will mean the filling up of a short length 


of the roadside ditch, but without interference w.ih 


drain-, a ye. 


I ha we the honour to be, 


fb v' 
r * ■. * _ 


v 0 x x r obedient s©rvant , 


••• 


Directo r of wardens, 


r* 

^ * * > « 


I 

. /i 


M 


BP Peirce Es<p« 


I Mi nicir al E? \y j. n e © r, 




Sinyapore. 
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(Gr. 3.) 


From Whom .... 

Place 

Date 


The Director of u ardems 

S. 

26th f April 1919 


SUBJECT. 


Application for the use of Municipal land 
at Kalang River Reeervoir for the purpose of planting 

food crop* 


Connected Papers. 








MINUTES. 


W.E. 


For your remarks 
» 


Intld. w.p. 


38.4*19 


P.M.a 


We hare no use at present for the land coloured 


green on the enclosed plan. It Is outside our Water Catchment 


and it slopes towards Thompson Road and may be used for the 
purpose proposed br mr. Burkill. In conversation with him 

I learn that the land is suitable for fruit, but not for quid 

growing crops. 

no doubt an arrangement could be made by which the M.C* could 
resume possession of the land should they eventually desired 

to do so* 

The future pipe line from Selefcar to town may possibly lie 


f 1^/43 























upon this land but it will not occupy 


raucli space or interfere with many trees. 




Intld S # w 






D. of G. 


- — iff 


Fleas® see. You may use it 


' - 


as proposed "but I can give no guarantee 

• t 

of nondisturbance. You will however not 

: 

be disturbed unless it is really 
necessary* 




Intld. W.P, 
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Singapore, 

S6te*.v )ril f 1.. L- 


I>er,r Ur* #e&l, 

I was instructed sjsne little tine sje 
Tfry the, Cjovernnent te pressed with fruit selection 
rrurk, and ha l ''f^un the 1. yin. cat of * n za. ■/r l in 
the iiconwir harden f-jy the purpose, when the 
Singapore fteusin^ Ca emission recommended that the 
land u>en w'dah X vr,.-.: ;fc \re rk s&eul# he taken ever 
f■ r ’building* I tksrei re hah to seek now lana« 


On^ 

pi d3e is; f 

suitable li-jad 

1b 

; : &nici; lity 

I 

w,. nr rk e& 

in 

ottack ?d 

7 :-$U It 

is wit Ain tho 

area 


j .* 


the hhnioip 

* 

?• ■ t er vers a , >ut net wi thi n the Oat oh* lent ar ba, * h© 

1 *-n 1 i p. in liescuca and helukar<» 



I '^rit?> 

to 

rpjr if 

the liuni duality wouli 

let 

use for 

the 

rpuae 

propesed, hie vcifc cs 

he 


s. 


finance' 5 T>y Oevernriehto 1 sheuld have it uleare-.^ and 

* 

* - foed crep plant *?d« lute the food crop I should 
pi .nt the selected fruit trees, and ,;radu lly ^ive 



up 

the 

food 

or i, gr :~/i a.: 

* 

as the 

trees : .atare. 




1 have 

talked h~er 

t 1© ! XI t t 

er with 

ii&inas, 

- 


in 

;: ■' t 

i 

it 

was 'by hi s 

kindness 

that I 

heard si 

the 


land 

„ e ■ I 

an an&ieuo 

ten knew 

if X 

can lay 

a 


proposal te - use this lam, before fcthe Oovenaeut* 

X will see you at any time yeu Ish, i yu 

will n&: the &ia © 0 

i 

iy X v please have the plan kaok # - 
Sincerely yours. 


*rv- 


f rt/9,5 
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Botanic hardens 


Singapore 26th, April 19X9 


Dear Mr* Peel 


I was instructed some little time ago by the 


Goverment to proceed with fruit-selection work, and had begun the 


the laying out of an orchdMin the Economic Garden for the purpose 


when the Singapore Housing Commission recommended- that the land 
upon which I was working should be taken over for building* I 
therefore had to seek new land* 



One piece of suitable land is that b-elojlgrng 
to the Municipality which ie marked in green upon the attached 

map* It is within the area of the Municipal Waterworks but not with- 

* 

in the Catchment area* The land is in Rdsam t and belukar* 

I write to ask if the Municipality would let me 

N , 

use it for the purpose proposed, the work to be financed by Governe 

ment* I should have it cleared and a food crop planted* Into the foe 

Grop I Bhould plant the selected fruit trees and gradually give up 
the food crop growing as the trees mature, 

I have talked over the matter with Williams 



that I heard of the land. How I am 


anxious to know if I can lay a proposal to use this land before 


the Government. 


I will see you at any tfcme you wish if you will 


name the time* 



\ 


Sincerely yours 


Sd* I*H*Burkill* 


f is/^e- 


flWflSiflBMMlBM ',n • 
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REG#HMENDATI#U T9 GR3TT PROIT TRRRS 


MR SELECTING W9RK 


(G. 3.) 




\ 1 

Former Papers . 


f\lj 60 


MINUTES, 


<3 

0 


Final Paper. 


C 6 Sa f j letter* / 17 with pescmnen&aticn 

rf tie Ccnrittee <ff ? cd Centre! dated 23.11,1? 


Z«) leply ef B.cf G a shewing that inch wrrk had be^n 
$rmnen3$&, and is hindered fry want €£ staff 


and will want funds. 


0 


3J Letter frrm G.S. dated 5.13.1? asking amrnnt 
rf money required. 

1 

•remittee. 

The expenditure proposed is ■ ray for a 
gardener in the Petting yard, frr a ercly tr 
’-read alrag with, him, and frr S erriies tr 
cultivate the 7 acres rf fruit ground rn the hill 
trr. Ihi 3 at tie new rates rf pay vie. 55 frr 

•-he Gardener and 5C per diem frr the err lies 
ernes tp 1C93.CC per annum. 

Mr* Math lea suggests green manuring the F3?iit 
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ground: but in addition to this one handrail dollars wrrth of 
rtsnur© is desirab*-.©. 

Side by side with the Fruit cultivation is cup cclvivauion 
rf roots and ves©tables, which coat another 1V/.& sum* 

in reply ins to Grvera?aent as resards labour, I think * iaw ^* e 
question of manure and vegetable cultivation right be mentioned. 

Et.e Government will see in the Food crop cultivation a 
better plea for help than any put forward for keeping the grass 
of the Economic Garden Arboretum down, and night so well help 
uc there as to free our other labour for the equally necessary 
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Ucletjiaplric Bb&vess:— 

“secretary, Singapore." 

It is requested that the following 
number be quoted in the reply to 
this letter. 

No^§929il912. 

* Sir, 

I era directed to acknowledge the receipt of your 
letter of the 29th November, 1917, on the subject of the re¬ 
commendations of the Committee of Food Control regarding the 
Economic Gardens. 

2 . I am to ask you to be so good as to consult the 
Economic Gardens Committee and to submit as precisely and 
clearly as possible the needs regarding Labour. 

3. Action is being taken regarding the Field Assis¬ 
tant’s Quarters. 




.December , /£/7 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 


LA 


fi //. At 




Colonial Secretary, 
Strait s S ettlem en ts . 


The Director of Gardens, 

Straits Settlements, 

-SINGAPORE. 
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Ariftwor i?(s, 


UelCtjrapbie Bb&vcee:— 

“secretary, Singapore.” 

It is requested that the following 
number be quoted in the reply to 
this letter. 

No.89 79 /17. 




J&mtarg’s 


* N ovember . /«?/? 


Sir, 

I am directed to forward a copy of a letter from 

T' 

the Secretary to the Committee of Food Control, and to re¬ 
quest an expression of your views on the suggestion made in 
the third paragraph as to assistance being rendered by the 
Economic Gardens. 

I have the honour to be, 


Sir, 



Your obedient servant, 



Colonial Secretary, 
Straits Settlements. 


The Director of Gardens, 

Straits Settlements, 

SINGAPORE. 


VW'Utr 

* 










COMMITTEE OF FOOD CONTROL, 

SINGAPORE, 3rd November, 1917. 

' * ' ’ 7 

m 

* 

Sir, 

J 

I ara directed to state that the Sub-Camnittee of Pood 
Control desire to draw the attention of government to the ques-* 
tion of^ruit cultivation especially in Singapore where owing to 
the planting of rubber and other causes no new fruit trees are 
being planted while old trees giving out of bearing are not being 
replaced. 

2. The Committee feel that the expert land officers in 

* 

Government service are better qualified than the Committee to 
advise what steps should be taken to remedy this but suggest that 
in newly alienated land a clause might be inserted in the title 
ensuring that at least a small quantity of such land should, be 
planted with fruit trees. 

%* 3. They also suggest that valuable assistance might be 

rendered by the Economic Gardens in improving local fruits and as 
a nursery for the supply of the necessary seedlings. 

I have, etc., 

S&. W. Bartley. 

Secretary. 

To. ' • 

/ 

The Hon. Colonial. Secretary, 

LOCAL. 


Fife/fcl 
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It is requested that the following 
number be quoted in the reply 
to this letter. 



605/19, 


Office of Director of Agriculture, 
Federated Malay States, 

Kuala Lumpur. 

5th July $ 1919. 





Sir, 

With reference to your memo of the 14th 
- May, 1919, I have the honour to forward for 
your information a copy of a letter from the 
Agricultural Instructor, Kuala Pilah giving 
approximate cost of opening up 20 acres of 
land for fruit at Juasseh, 

I have the honour to be, 
Sir, 

Your obedient servant, 



Director. 


Ihe Director of Gardens, 
Singapore. 


■P 9 
















Department of Agriculture, 



' Federated ifalay states. 

Kuala Pilah 

June 18th, 1919, 











Sir, 

I have the honour to send you herewith an approximate 
estimate of the cost of opening up the Juasseh Fruit 
plantation. I would point out that the Director of gardens 
Singapore writes of 20 acres opened at Juasseh. The planted 
area is at pre3B»t^ 10 acres. A further 5 acres is felled 
but not yet cleaned. The 1^ acres planted has been cleaned 
of all timber, and all large stump3 extracted. 

2. It is somewhat difficult to estimate cost of upkeep, 
as various other experimental work has been carried out 
on the land; e.g. tobacco trials. 

Cp3t of opening up antf planting 10 acres.of jungle 
1 and at JuaS 3 eh. 


Felling, burning, stumping Q $100 per acre $1000.00 

140.00 
120.00 
50.00 
96.51 
30. Op 
$1436.51 


$540.00 

60.00 

$600.00 


3. Five acres have recently been planted with Centro3ema, 
which, it i 3 expected will considerably reduce upkeep 
expenses in future. 5 acres hae^ been lent to the Public 
Works Department who are to plant one crop of ragi, and to 
leave the land reasonably clean* This will then be planted 
with a cover csrop. 


Fencing material 5 3trands barbed wire 
Cost of erecting fence about 

Nur 3 e rle s about 

Cost 20 mango grafts from India 
Approximate cost of other plant3 (local) 

Co 3 t per acre for planting $143.65 

U PKEEP CHARGES . 

3 men @ $15 per mensem for 12 months 
Implements re about 

Annual upkeep charge per acre $60.00 


I have etc., 

Sd/ D,H.Grist. 


The Director of Agriculture, 
Federated Tiralay states. 
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let July, 1919 

TO PROVIDE FOR THE GREAT I OH OF A 3PRUI ^PLANTATION '’IIIOUT 
EURIClPAL LIMITS AGAINST THE SCRAPPING OF THE ECONOMIC 

GARDEN. 


Sir. 

I have the honour to address you to ^aic 
that money may be provided In the .Budget Estimates for 
1Q20 for the creation outside Uunioip al limits of a 
fruit plantation in substitution for the Economic warden. 

The cause of my application may be reviewed thus:- 

f> # By a letter dated 18th. February. 1918. the Singa¬ 
pore Housing Commission asked me for evidence upon the 
Economic u arden. which evidence I gave partly in writing 
in a letter dated 21st. February, 1918 and partly orally 

A 

af few days later. The Commission I found to be without 
ideas of the bearing of the acclimatisation work of ^he 
Economic Garden upon the prosperity of the country; snd 

my evidence so little told with them, that they reported 
to my amazement (Part 1 p. AP9 of the Report) the uoner part 

of the Garden as ’’absolutely wasted" and carrying"!!, tie of 

; 

interest", Were this true, it would be an extraordinary 
condemnation of me and of my predecessors that we should 
have laboured for about forty years suiting plants that 
require dr ainage to thin drained land and have got no 
value into it. But Dr. Butler only a few months ffterwart 
in hiB Kepor t on the Agricultural Department, PP 6 1 

62 testified to the real value of the harden: and I 




In-/ 


reassert the falsity of the Housing Commission’s 
pronouncement. 

But I admit the possibilty of holding the lees 
extreme view that the need within Municipal limits 
for houaing space is such as to justify the sacri¬ 
fice of the work of years and the recommencement of 

* * 

an economic plantation at a distance from town. 

The Legislative Council next took up the question 


of the Economic 

Garden, and 

the 

Unofficial ^embers 

were allowed 

to 

decide (file 

Col, 

Sec. 8477/1918) that 

*the Garden 

be 

not disposed 

of. 

but no further wxpenditi 


ture be incurred except for upkeep*. Upon this being 


communicated to me, I stopped development; but subsequ¬ 
ently asked and received permission to carry on work 
on short lived plants in the lower part of the garden 
(file 1778/19 note dated 21,3,19). 

In the early days of the discussions it was proposed 
tc erect a college upon the land filling the low 
ground with spoil from the high ground: but this pro¬ 
posal has been abandoned (file 1778A^ note of 13.3.1919) 
with a reversal to what is most unsatisfactory, namely 
to rob me of the hill which I nedd, leaving the 
swap with me which I scarcely need when the rest 


has 

gone. 





I 

was 

told,|f it will be 

observed. 

to expect to 

have 

charge 

of 

that swampy ground 

for some 

considerable 

time 


It producer a revenue from rubber and sago, and with 
a view to getting that revenue, I have laid before you 
in a letter dated 20th. June, 1919, offers to take 

the tapping of the rubber trees at a rebtal. Your own 
uncertain policy in regard to the land ties you to a 
short lease when a long lease would be more profitable, 
I as told also to expect to have to give up the 
high land early. How on that high land are almost all 


F 1*11* 



the Gardens 1 quarters; and I have had to ask for 


the retention toy the 

Gardens of 

an 

area 

of 10 i 


acres to carry 

tlvma , 

My letter 

dated 

5th June, 

1919 

asking this is 

before 

you. 





Between the 

swampy 

part and 

the 

part 

wanted 

for 


quarters are the forty-three acres which I assume 
will toe sold for building, I have marked them in 

yellow upon the map attached. They carry the Gardens 
arboretum of economic trees and the area which 
has been terra ced and dedicated to fruit tree 
selection under proposals which have had His 
Excellence 1 the Governors sanction, 

I am now asking for funds to get to work upon 

a new area in replacement of this, an area to toe 
planted as an orchard, with no embellishments of 
landscape gardening such as ware introduced into the 

4 

Artooretunm of the Economic Garden to draw the visitor 

3, I find that I can have without the cost of 

purchase either thirty acres of Municipal land along 
the Seletar M$£la Road, upon the e|fi^e 
Catchment area, tout not wihin it, or a field at 
Bukit Timah near the Quarry partly planted with Gutta 
x aban and Hevea, I should need for either in their 


first year 

Foreman* e quarter .. say $2000 

Cooly lines . 2000 

~abour .. 6430 

■i 

Tools . 2592 


12072 

say 12000 

7FilX you allow this to be put down uoon the 


Budget estimates 

for 

1920 

9 

i 

If so 

my 

nl ans 

for 

abandoning the 

old 

Economi c 

Garden 

will be 

as 

complete as I 

can 

make 

them, and 

I 

shall 

be 










The 


a position to save as much as possible out of the 
scrapping. 

I have the honour to be, Sir, 

Your obedient servant. 



Director of hardens, S.S. 

* 4 

Honourable the Colonial Secretary, 

4 

Singapore. 
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